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Course Syllabus  
Voice in Class, MUS 117A 
 11:10am – 12:00pm TR 
Fall 2005 
KIMBERLY JAMES 
Phone Number – 243-2182 
Email – kimberly.james@umontana.edu 
Office Number –  013 
Office Hours – by appointment 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVE: 
 To familiarize participants with the basic skills needed for successful performance: vocal technique, 
music preparation skills, and artistic presentation 
 Also, to assist participants in developing beneficial habits for successful performances including 
practicing techniques, tools for analyzing music, discussions of vocal health, research, and 
repertoire choices 
 And to help participants develop teaching skills that encourage the healthy use of the voice in 
singing and speaking 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
 Class Participation (including attendance)   (20%) (30%) 
 Annotated song project      (20%) 
 Quizzes        (20%) 
 Synthesis paper       (10%) 
 Performances         (20%) 
 Additional assignments (including performance “reviews”) (10%) 
 
COURSEWORK: 
1. Regular private practice to reinforce concepts learned in class 
2. Readings and/or assignments as preparation for in-class lectures and song performances 
3. 2 memorized songs for class presentation 
4. Research for and completion of brief synthesis paper 
5. Song annotation project 
6. 3 “Performance Reviews” of University or community vocal programs, including voice recitals, 
operas, musicals, orchestral performances featuring vocalists, and choral performances 
 
IMPORTANT CLASS DATES: 
 September 27 – Quiz 
 October 18 – Sample annotation due 
 October 25 – 2 performance reviews due 
 November 1 – Perform song 1 
 November 10 – Sample annotation due 
 November 22 – Quiz 
 December 1 – Song annotation project due 
 December 8 – All 3 performance reviews due 
 December 7, 8, or 9, evening – final performance with other section of course 
 December 14, 2:00 pm  – Synthesis paper due 
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ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
Attendance is required at all class sessions.  A limited number of absences for illness or injury (must 
have doctor note), emergency, religious observation, or conflicts with University sponsored events 
which require your attendance will be excused if you notify me in advance.  Students needing to be 
absent for military service or mandatory public service also will be excused.  Unexcused absences 
quickly and severely lower your grades.  This is a collaborative class, and your presence is appreciated 
by your classmates.  Absences on quiz and performance days as well as private session days are 
strongly discouraged, and make-ups will be given at the instructor’s discretion.  Should you need to be 
absent for any reason, please send me an email well ahead of time to let me know. 
 
5 unexcused absences – automatic failure 
 
A NOTE ABOUT PLAGIARISM & CHEATING: 
Misrepresenting your work in any course is an intolerable offense.  Students must always carefully 
acknowledge any kind of borrowing that is included in their work – not only including someone else’s 
words but also ideas.  For more information on the cost of plagiarism, refer to the University of Montana 
Catalog and/or the Student Conduct Code.  The Student Conduct Code is accessible at 
http://www.umt.edu/studentaffairs/policy/code.htm.  For assistance with proper citation refer to a 
style manual (I prefer Turabian) or ask me for help.  Regarding cheating – just don’t do it! 
 
REQUIRED TEXT: 
Bunch, Meribeth and Cynthia Vaughn.  The Singing Book.  New York; London:  W.W. Norton & 
Company, 2004. 
(Anthology accompaniments available on separate recording – not required, but suggested) 
 
OTHER RESOURCES: 
Caldwell, Robert.  The Performer Prepares.  Dallas, Tex.:  Pst . . . Inc., 1990. 
Greene, Don.  Performance Success: Performing Your Best Under Pressure.  New York; London: 
Routledge, 2002. 
McKinney, James.  The Diagnosis and Correction of Vocal Faults.  Nashville, Tenn.: Broadman Press, 
c1982. 
Phillips, Kenneth.  Teaching Kids to Sing.  New York: Maxwell Macmillan International, 1992. 
Turabian, Kate.  A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.  Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1996. 
Wingell, Richard.  Writing About Music: An Introductory Guide.  Upper Saddle River, NJ.:  Prentice Hall, 
2002. 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 
Students with disabilities needing special accommodations may contact Disability Services in 28 
Corbin Hall, 406-243-2243 VOICE/TDD.
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PROPOSED COURSE SCHEDULE – Voice In Class: 
 
DATE   TOPIC      ASSIGNMENTS   
Week 1 
 8/30  Introduction to the course   Read Bunch intro - Ch. 2  
 
 9/1  Getting ready to sing    Prepare Vaccai song 
 
Week 2 
 9/6  Private hearings 
 
 9/8  SFA Faculty Retreat - NO CLASS  Read (Bunch) Ch. 7 – 8 
 
 *9/9*  Private hearings continued *MUS 013 * 
 
Week 3 
 9/13  How did that feel?    Read Ch. 3 (and 5 if you like) 
   Pedagogy: Breathing 
 
 9/15  “Dona Nobis Pacem” p. 45 
   How to practice    
Week 4 
 9/20  TBA      
 
 9/22  Selecting music to sing    
 
Week 5 
 9/27  QUIZ (Chapters 1-3, practice handout,  Select song from anthology 
Chapters 7&8)     (choose from pgs. 62-113 only) 
 
 9/29  “Shenandoah” p. 55 
   “Scarborough Fair” p. 58 
Week 6 
 10/4  Discussion on annotated song project  
   How to prepare vocal music 
   
 10/6  Masterclass  
 
Week 7 
 10/11  Masterclass 
          
10/13  Masterclass      Read Ch. 9 
 
Week 8 
10/18   Pedagogy: Phonation    Read Ch. 11 
   SAMPLE ANNOTATION DUE    
 
 10/20   Pedagogy: Articulation   Read Ch. 12  
 
Week 9 
 10/25  Vocal Health      
   Exercises for vocal health 
   TWO PERFORMANCE REVIEWS DUE 
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 10/27  Pedagogy: Articulation 
 
Week 10 
 11/1  PERFORM SONG 1 
 
 11/3  How did it go?  Evaluating performances 
   Discuss synthesis paper 
 
Week 11 
 11/8  Election Day – NO CLASS   Select Song 2 from anthology 
         (choose from pgs. 62-242) 
 
 11/10  Pedagogy & Vocal Health Review  Read Ch. 10 
SAMPLE ANNOTATION DUE 
 
Week 12 
 11/15  Pedagogy: Resonation 
 
 11/17  Wildcard Day 
 
Week 13 
 11/22  QUIZ (All pedagogy topics and vocal health) 
 
 11/24  Thanksgiving Day – NO CLASS 
 
Week 14 
 11/29  Special topics: Artistry 
 
 12/1  Special topics: Teaching young children to sing?! 
   SONG ANNOTATION PROJECT DUE 
 
Week 15   
  
 12/6  Special topics: Diagnosing and correcting vocal faults 
 
 12/8  PERFORM SONG 2 
 
NO FINAL EXAM – SYNTHESIS PAPER DUE DECEMBER 14, 2005 by 2:00 pm 
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